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PRISON POPULATION — JUVENILE STATISTICS 

4885. Mr F.M. Logan to the Minister for Corrective Services 

I refer to the unprecedented increase in prison overcrowding under the current Government, and I ask: 

(a) what is the current juvenile prison population; and 

(b) what number (expressed both as a raw figure and percentage) of juvenile offenders entering prison 
between 1 November 2009 and the present time:  

(i) have a diagnosed mental illness;  

(ii) are intellectually disabled;  

(iii) have, as a component of their sentence of imprisonment, a sentence of prison time for the 
failure to pay outstanding fines;  

(iv) are serving a term of imprisonment solely for the failure to pay outstanding fines;  

(v) were recorded as having no fixed abode at the time of their sentencing; and  

(vi) were sentenced for a crime subject to a maximum penalty of two years or less?  

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) As at 28 February 2011, there were 180 detainees in juvenile facilities. 

(b) (i)  The Department of Corrective Services does not routinely collect statistics regarding the 
number of young people in detention with a diagnosed mental illness. Young people in 
detention with significant mental health concerns are referred to the Child and Adolescent 
Psychiatrist. Between 1 November 2009 and 28 March 2011, there were on average 11.4 
young people referred to the Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist per month, which was 6.4 per 
cent of the average number of young people in detention (176) during this time.  

(ii) The Department of Corrective Services does not routinely collect statistics regarding the 
number of young people in detention with an intellectual disability. A study of the prevalence 
of young people in detention with intellectual disability was undertaken in 2009 and found that 
between four  (5.1 per cent) and eight (10.3 per cent) of the young people at Banksia Hill 
Detention Centre at that time (78 who consented to be part of the study) could be diagnosed 
with intellectual disability. 

(iii) As at 28 February 2011 there were no cases where detainees were cutting out Fine Default 
concurrent with time served for other sentence types. 

(iv) As at 28 February 2011, there were no cases where detainees were cutting out Fine Default 
only without serving time for other sentence types and without having current remand 
warrants. 

There also were no detainees serving time for Fine Default Only who had a Remand Warrant 
Current at the same time. 

(v) Of the detainees in detention as at 28 February 2011, the Total Offender Management System 
records only one detainee as having as their last known address 'No Fixed Address'. 

(vi) Information not available on DCS offender systems. 
 


